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            THE   KFAG    STALL 

launch Kingston Vale site  March 04  

Mayor  Dennis Doe at the federation 



 In 1982 the Council introduced us 
to the benefits of Voluntary Man-
agement and running our own site 
affairs. A few of us nervously took 
it on,. excited by the prospect of 
being able to do our own thing. 
Over the last twenty years the site 
has undergone an amazing trans-
formation.  
Out went the resident pigsties and 
instead a car park was created. A 
notice board appeared. Plots were 
realigned, paths re-established. 
The new committee secured a  
council grant for basic equipment. 
In the years to come more ambi-
tious projects were undertaken. 

course offer a social, harmonious environment for peo-
ple of different age, race, culture and sex. To top it all 
locals will soon discover they are hooked on two of 
life’s passions   Talking and Gardening.  The projects 
greater aims is to realise the  potential therapeutic 
value allotment gardening can offer local residents. It’s 
expected that schools and families including individu-

als with metal health difficulties 
could be some of the groups to 
benefit. If you are interested in 
getting involved keep an eye out 
for information locally soon 

Since the federation began it has carried out an audit of 
Allotment sites in the borough, with the local agenda 
21 officer. This review identified an underused area of 
Kingston rd site and proposed it’s use as a community 
garden. The project will need to recruit local residents 
to get it up and running. 
The area is an ideal size to create an allotment for the 
21st century. It's expected the area will provide  a new 
recreational open space. Gone will  be the regimented 
rows of vegetables. Instead local residents will have the 
opportunity to  ‘create an haven amidst the hustle and 
bustle of urban life’. The garden will provide a much 
needed source of cheap fresh organic produce and of  
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So is your allotment cov-
ered in unwanted couch 
grass? Then simply sow 
a thick covering of Lu-
pins, Tomatoes or Turnip 
seed over the affected 
area, then sit back and 
watch the grass disap-
pear. 

I’m also told the same 
method works for Horse-
tail and ground elder.  

This time sow Mexican 
Marigolds.    What a 

colourful way to clear  

a problem  area. 

��Seasonal Tip Remove unwanted weeds the easy way.   

�I once read, and have 
always intended to try 
these suggestions,  

especially as the alter-
native usually  

involves time consum-
ing back breaking dig-
ging. 
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      Gardeners       

       know   How     

Do try our tips and  
let us know how you 
get on.  
   Why not share your 
Gardening secrets 
with               our read-
ers.  
A free packet of seeds 
for every tip printed  

Kingston Vale allotments nes-
tle in a quiet backwater in the 
green area between Wimble-
don  Common and Coombe 
Golf Course, accessed via the  
A3 trunk road. The site has 
forty plots and has been in ex-
istence since the 1930’s 

  Our Chairman  . Dudley Hewson     shares the story of Kingston Vale’s site rise from the ashes. 

  Invaluable. 

An equipment hut. a manure corral 
and pride of place, our own   Loos 
opened by the Mayor, to the sounds 
of Handel's Water Music.  
Today the site is FULL  and  Flour-
ishing.  Our latest project is the 
provision of a community hut, a fo-
cal point for our many families 
from many nationalities to 
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  Federation Mission               The Kingston Federation of Allotment Gardeners aims to promote al-
lotment gardening in Kingston, and provide support and advise to plot holders. If you would like to 
find out more about it’s activities please contact the secretary, Gloria Wallis. Tel: 8942 9686 



 
In autumn of last year, Joan, Gill and myself from KFAG 
went on an exciting new programme being launched by 
HDRA, the organic organisation.  It involved a very enjoy-
able weekend course learning about organic growing of fruit 
and vegetables. This knowledge will, in the future, be able to 
help other growers both new and old to benefit from organic 

methods. The course is for individuals and organisations to 
become mentors to others to promote organic growing.  For 
more information contact Jowanna Lewis at HDRA on 0845 
064 1164. We came away with a lot of written information 
and leaflets which may be lent to others. Interested  please 
contact KFAG. 

ORGANIC FOOD FOR ALL 

 Chairman                   Dudley  Hewson      020  8549   5434 
 Secretary                    Gloria Wallis           020  8942   9686. 
 Treasurer                   Ron  Cook                020  8549   1373 
 Elm Rd Rep               Judy  Maxwell         020  8241   9990 
 Bev Park Rep            Gill  Pollard             020  8715   3673 
 Alric Ave Reps    Peter Struik & Jean Galsworthy    020  8642   9837 
Malden & Coombe Hort. Soc. Rep     Jim  Hunt          020   7987   2639 
Tolworth & District   Leisure Gdns      Mary Taylor    020  8390   1686 
 Co Opted Member              Mike  Lapworth       020  8546   4423 
 Co Opted Member              Joan  Mc Conn        020   8549  8424  
 Co opted Member              Marjie Grant            020   8395   0383 

    KINGSTON  FEDERATION  of  ALLOTMENT  GARDENERS  

Comments and contributions for this   
Newsletter are most welcome by the 
editor Marjie Grant. Tel 8395 0383 E-
mail marjon69@blueyonder.co.uk 

      Promoting  Allotment Gardening in Kingston. 

 COMMITTEE and  OFFICERS of the FEDERATION  2005 06 
IN MAY THIS YEAR WE 
SADLY SAID GOODBYE TO 
BASIL AYLING, FOUNDER 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 
AND FORMER REPRESEN-
TATIVE FOR MALDEN AND 
COOMBE HORTICUL-
TURAL SOCIETY.  
A FOND FAREWELL TO A 

KFAG   has got on board with the 
organic movement and teamed up 
with HDRA by supporting the train-
ing of 3 mentors under the OFfA 
scheme. 
A social programme designed to 
work with adults encouraging non-
gardeners to have a go. Financial 
support from Kettle Organics has 
enabled this 3 year project to get off 
the ground. 
Mentors benefit from the training in 
organic methods, and growers get 
support along the way to ensure a 
healthy crop of fruit and vegeta-

         Around the Borough 
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