
When Beverley Park Allotments lease came up for renewal at the end of last year their 
committee was not prepared for the new legislation that they have since had to deal with. 
As all sites will come up against the same problem sooner or later  Gloria has written an 
account of her experience for us. 
 “Under the ‘Land registration Act of 2002’ leases of 7 years and over (there are plans to 
extend this to cover leases of 3 years+) are compulsorily required to be registered at the 
Land Registry. So far this sounds simple enough or so you might think. What I found was 
a serious amount of Paperwork and a £40 Fee. The Land Registry forms have to be com-
pleted, sent with a certified copy of the new lease, the fee and an Inland Revenue Cer-
tificate. This certificate is issued on receipt of a completed set of ‘Land Transaction Re-
turn forms’ and believe me this is where this process get complicated. (continued on page 3 ) 
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On the 21st of June 2005 the council hosted a meeting at the Guildhall for the newly appointed  
Site Liaison Officers. (SLO) The scheme, developed by KFAG is based on appointing a plot 
holder on each site in the role of SLO. These volunteers are asked to act as a link between their 
site and the council, who are the landlord. SLOs key task is to assist in the letting process, show 
prospective tenants around the site, and then inform the council’s letting officer once a new ten-
ant accepts a plot. As SLOs are likely to be plot holders with an active commitment to the site, 
most will happily take on an overseeing role, perhaps organising on site services; ensuring 
things are running smoothly and liaising with the councils officers if and when difficulties arise. 
The council provides SLOs with a map of their site, which will allow them to match tenants to 
plots and maintain accurate records. The role also requires SLOs to help newcomers quickly set-
tle onto the site and enjoy  the allotment experience. SLOs also monitor the thorny issue of ne-
glected plots, referring these on to the council, for further action. 
 

Council Officers are very enthusiastic about this scheme. 
and already feel it’s making a big difference on every site. 
Most sites have cleared their waiting lists and are now 
turning their attention to preparing the more over grown 
plots for lettings. SLOs unlike the management commit-
tee of voluntary managed sites work on their own, so it’s 
very important they feel supported and valued for the vi-
tal role they have taken on. 
 

 KFAG’s secretary Gloria who had a huge hand in setting 
up the SLO scheme, keeps in touch with each SLO offer-
ing support, encouragement and ensures their issues are 
addressed at the regular meetings KFAG has with King-
ston ‘s Council Officers. Overall this is a really successful 
community  project proving yet again that Volunteers 
really can make a difference 

   KFAG Site Liaison Scheme            KFAG Site Liaison Scheme            KFAG Site Liaison Scheme            KFAG Site Liaison Scheme         The way forward for council allotment sites. 

 SLO, Martin is pictured  with his grandson & plot-
holders enjoying their tea break at Dickerage Rd  



  Seasonal Tip -  Now is the time of year when enthusiastic plot holders begin to  proudly  work on their 

new plot,  rapidly clearing all surface growth.  Unfortunately, as the weather warms up, the weeds return with 

great gusto,, and before you know it the plot resembles a jungle again. But  it doesn't have to be like that. Here 

are a few golden rules to help make your first year a success and ensure your efforts are not wasted.   

  1    Work out a ground plan and decide how much space  you will use in year one.  

  2   Prevent weeds growing back  by covering any spare ground with a thick mulch  

      or better still, fully  cover with black plastic or hessian backed carpet. 

  3   Plan to spend a regular amount of time at the allotment , in the 1st year your  

      allotment will need more time than you might expect. 

    Useful websites: www.gardenorganic.org.uk   and   www.farmgarden.org.uk/ari 

12 years ago the bottom corner of Alric Allotments was an overgrown jungle 
of 3 unlettable plots prone to regular flooding. The Committees agreed to 
develop this area and The Jim Mansbridge Wildlife Area, was born. A wide 
strip was cleared ,dug over and planted with native trees and shrubs. This 
was under planted with green manures, and an uncultivated barrier was main-
tained. At one end the cultivated area was developed into a pond and mini 
meadow, complete with bird feeding station ,and log piles.  
Plot Holders dug the pond, filled it, carried out all the site clearance, and 
donated shrubs and trees from surplus in their own gardens.   
A grant from the council’s environment dept funded the pond liner , bird ta-
ble and hanging feeders plus seeds. They also put us in touch with the In-
ternational Tree Foundation who provided and planted the native trees and 
shrubs, these included, Guelder Rose, Buckthorn, Alder Buckthorn and Wild privet. 
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  Looking for a good read,                             
 why not try :  

  Close to the Veg                    
By Michael Bond 

    Alric avenue wildlife garden:  Alric avenue wildlife garden:  Alric avenue wildlife garden:  Alric avenue wildlife garden:  In Jim’s Honour.In Jim’s Honour.In Jim’s Honour.In Jim’s Honour.    

Jim Mansbridge now 89 has 

the plot alongside the wildlife 

haven he helped create He’s 

pictured above in the 

meadow. Jim’s family has had 

an allotment on Alric since his 

family came to New Malden 

over eighty years ago.  

Wildlife soon appeared, peanuts attracted blue / great tits, sparrows, as well as the occasional great spot-
ted woodpecker. Frogs and toads mate energetically in the pond, while dragonflies dart acrobatically 
above it. The heron is a regular visitor  feasting on the frogspawn, and maybe bringing fish eggs in on its 
feet as  fish mysteriously appeared in the pond. Flowering shrubs attract butterflies, hoverflies as well as 
bees. A succession of foxes  have lived in the overgrown brambles, and badgers resident on the a joining 
golf course venture in at night. The logs and stones offer great hibernation sites for insects and reptiles. 
The shrubs have almost joined up after years of vigorous growth and give a good show of blooms and ber-
ries. The meadow was less successful with only the strongest plants surviving. We have since added daffo-
dils which naturalise  in  the grass and put on a good spring show, and planted a range of cultivated  
plants to attract beneficial insects, such as poached egg plant– feverfew-evening primrose-teasel-buddleia-
alyssum.  It’s now hard to imagine the site without our  wildlife area ,’our own little haven’ pleasant to 
look at and ,as you can see, is home to many a gardener’s friend. 



Some of you might have met Robin Frampton of FROGlife who is currently, or will be as soon 

as the weather warms up, continuing his survey of amphibian life on Kingston allotment sites. 

This is part of a London wide survey which will not only identify and record species, but also 

offerplot-holders advice on how to make allotment sites more amphibian friendly. After all, 

given the numberof slugs and snails they demolish we’ll all be in favour of that. A similar sur-

vey was carried out in 2002-3. This identified the importance of allotments sites in providing 

suitable habitats for endangered reptiles. For more information on FROGlife contact Robin at 

robinframpton@froglife.org or visit their web-site at www.froglife.org 
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The questions on the form deals primarily with information required to calculate the 
amount of Stamp Duty Land Tax payable. Although this tax is not chargeable on our 
leases, the Inland Revenue insist on a full set of completed forms before they will issue 
the vital certificate. The process is now completed for us at Beverley Park, and we would 
like to thank the council’s legal department who have been extremely supportive and very 
patient in guiding us through the forms. Without their help I’m sure we would have 
needed to employ our own solicitor, or worst still read, and re-read the 75 page Guid-
ance Booklet that accompanies the form, quite a tall order as you only get 30 days to 
submit your application once you’ve signed your lease.” 
Gloria is offering to produce a registration Help Pack for our members now they have completed  
the process. I’m sure everyone will agree this will be most helpful. Many Thanks Gloria. 

Lets go Shopping-The last issue featured the Sunday Garden Shop in Kingston. 

Now it’s the turn of the South of the borough-The Tolworth and District Leisure 
Gardeners Society. The society has two trading huts, both of which sell fertilisers, 
compost seeds and a wide variety of shelf items. In February the hut carries a good se-
lection of seed potatoes, onion sets and shallots. In May the society has an Annual Bed-
ding Plant Sale. The plants come from one of Surrey’s leading nurseries and are of ex-
cellent quality. The society also produces a regular newsletter  ‘The Cultivator’ and order 
forms for the sale are distributed with it. To join the society there is a small member-
ship fee of £2 pa (£1 for pensioners) The Shops are manned by a small band of volun-
teer helpers who are always pleased to assist you and give expert advise on sowing and 
growing. Pay us a visit soon.   

 Hut 1-   Alexandra Hut at Tolworth Main Allotment Site:                       
      (entrance via King Charles Rd, beside Travis Perkins) 
            Opens Wednesday 2-4pm and Saturday 2.30-4.30pm. 
 Hut 2 -    Knollmead Hut at Knollmead Allotment Site.  
              (on the Sunray Estate)  Opens Sunday 10 am-12.30 pm                          



 

 
Local Horticultural Shows 2006 
 

 Surbiton Horticultural Society    Spring Show  Sat 1st April   2-4.30pm:  
Summer show  Sat 24th June 2-4.30pm:      Autumn Show   Sat 9th Sept    2-4.30pm 

      (shows are held at Tolworth United Reform Church. Raeburn Ave Surbiton.) 
 

Malden and Coombe Horticultural Society    Spring Show  Sat 18th March   
2-4.30pm:  Summer Show Sat 1st July   2-4.30pm, Autumn  Show Sat 2nd Sept    2-4.30pm 
        (shows are held at The Malden Centre: Blagdon Rd, New Malden.) 
 

 Tolworth and District Leisure Gardeners Society     Annual  Produce  Show. 
Sat 2nd Sept  2.30-5pm. (United Reformed Church Hall: Raeburn Ave Surbiton) 
 

 Kingston Horticultural Society    Annual Show 
 Sat 2nd Sept: 2.30-4.30       ( Barnfield Youth Centre, Parkfield Rd, Kingston.) 

 Chairman                        Dudley  Hewson                020  8549  5434 
 Secretary                         Gloria Wallis                     020  8942  9686. 
 Treasurer                        Ron  Cook                          020  8549  1373 
 Elm Rd Rep                    Judy  Maxwell                   020  8241  9990 
 Bev Park Rep                 Gill  Pollard                        020  8715  3673 
 Alric Ave Rep                 Peter Struik                        020  8642  9837 
 Malden & Coombe Hort. Soc. Rep      Jim  Hunt               020  7987  2639 
 Tolworth & District   Leisure Gdns      Mary Taylor          020  8390  1686 
 Co Opted Member           Mike  Lapworth                020  8546  4423 
 Co Opted Member           Joan  Mc Conn                 020  8549  8424 

  The Kingston  Federation 
of Allotment  Gardeners aim 
to promote allotment 
gardening in Kingston, and 
provide support and advice 
to plot holders. If you would 
like to find out more about 
our activities please contact 
the secretary, Gloria Wallis.  

Comments and contributions for  this Newsletter are most 
welcome by the editor    Marjie Grant.  
Tel 8395 0383   E-mail marjon69@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Take a look at the KFAG leaflet on Allotments 
and of the 23 sites, 8 are shown as ‘voluntary managed’. So, what exactly is voluntary 
management and how does it work? 
It begins with a group of individuals, volunteers who form an association. This body takes on a 
lease from the borough for the site at an agreed annual rent. The lease has certain provisions, 
but basically it leaves the association to organise its own affairs. Just like any other voluntary 
society, there is a need for people prepared to assume responsibilities, to serve on committees, 
keep the accounts, manage the business. Typically, officers will be appointed by members (the 
plot holders) at an Annual General Meeting. Since the officers will almost certainly be plot hold-
ers themselves, they will have a vested interest in developing the site. They will want to ensure 
the plots are cultivated, the site secure, rents paid promptly, and perhaps introduce some social 
events. At it’s best, a voluntary managed site has a family atmosphere; newcomers are welcomed 
and advice shared generously. KFAG can support sites wishing to consider moving towards 
voluntary management, just contact the secretary who’ll allocate you a ‘Site Advisor’. 
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KFAG would like to thank 
Kingston Council for it’s 
sponsorship this year. 


